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The best traveling companion for South Florida vacationers, day-trippers, and natives who want to

discover more about their own stomping grounds.Discover the "real" Florida with these veteran

Explorer's Guide authors in this comprehensive guide to quiet backwaters, tiny arts communities,

the most chic of shopping districts, unspoiled natural areas, and new ways to experience popular

attractions. Hundreds of refreshingly opinionated reviews of inns, B&Bs, hotels and vacation

cabins&#151;as well as four-star restaurants and down-home seafood shacks, round out this

extraordinarily detailed guidebook.Detailed maps, index, an alphabetical "What's Where" subject

guide, extensive information resources, as well as handy icons that point out family- and pet-friendly

establishments, wheelchair access, and special value make travel planning a breeze. 100 black &

white photographs, 20 maps, index.
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â€œA classy series with encyclopedic coverage.â€• - National Geographic Traveler --This text refers

to an alternate Paperback edition.

Sandra Friend is a freelance writer and photographer whose work has appeared in a slew of

national publications. She is also co-author of Orlando, Central & North Florida: An Explorer's

Guide, and author of 50 Hikes in North Florida, 50 Hikes in Central Florida, and 50 Hikes in South

Florida. She lives in Apopka, Florida. Kathy Wolf is an award-winning technical writer and has been



a resident of Florida for nearly two decades. She is the co-author of Orlando, Central & North

Florida: An Explorer's Guide and an avid artist, kayaker, and hiker, and active member of the Florida

Trail Association. She lives in Sunrise, Florida.

This book is one of the three-part Florida series by the same authors, and it is as good as the

others. We get such a thorough treatment of the area, from writers who obviously know and love it,

that it's hard to imagine a better book for this purpose.The coverage is comprehensive, from the

major cities to small rural communities. Listings are selective, as the authors have done a fine job

presenting the accommodations, restaurants and sites they know will be of most interest. I lived in

Vero Beach for a time, and I know that the sites they chose from the town are the best options.Two

things really stand out about this book. As with the other Florida guides, this one gives us a

complete picture of the region's natural attractions. Obviously, those attractions are a major tourist

draw. But what's even better is that the authors have gone so far as to present the reader with many

fine historical facts and sites, which are frequently overlooked in South Florida. In that way, the book

is really an excellent "beyond the beaten path" guide, giving us much more than the locations of the

best beaches and seafood restaurants.I highly recommend the three Explorer's Guides for Florida

(including this one), because they offer the best balance of history, culture, outdoors, and quality

listing of all available guides. The traveler will get a balanced picture of the state, and will be

presented with many more travel options than previously thought.

I spend a couple months in south Florida every winter, and the Explorer's Guide hasn't steered me

wrong yet. I had the 1st edition and snapped up the revised 2nd edition as soon as it was available.

Very good recommendations for off-the-beaten-path restaurants and places to visit. Based on the

number of dog-eared pages, this is my most used guide!

Best South Florida Guide I've seen.

I am scheduled to visit Tampa Bay, the  description states *This completely revised second edition

of the definitive South Florida guidebook offers coverage of Tampa * Perfect, right? Not so much,

Tampa is barely covered, just a couple of entries. Don't know who wrote that description,  or the

publisher, so misleading.

Great travel guide for non-touristy places to visit, eat, stay, hike, bike, etc. Really enjoyed how it was



put together. Is a constant companion when travelling through south Florida.

Very helpful information and very nicely written. Great suggestions for further reading as well.

Very helpful in planning a trip to South Florida. Lots of interesting bits of info that are helpful

Very helpful...ended up sharing with others in my travel group.
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